A PROCLAMATION 


Concerning the Coyn. 


HARLES by the Grace of GOD, King of Great-Britain , France and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith , To : 
Our Lyon King at Arms, and his Brethren Heraulds, Macers, 
Purſevants , or Meſſengers at Arms , Our Sheriffs in that part , conjundtly and ſeve-. 
rally, ſpecially conſtitute, Greeting : Foraſmuch asby Our Royal Prerogative, We have 
power to eſtabliſh , or alter the matter of Coyn, either Native or Forraign within 
Our Dominions, fromtimeto time, as We ſhall find fit for the good of Our Subjects; 
and Our Royal Anceſtors having been in conſtant uſe to raiſe and cxalt the extrinſick 


24 NES value of the Coyn of this Kingdom, according as the Neighbouring Kingdoms and 

£ LS States have done their. Standarts; and in ſome meaſure, tobear ſucha proportion with 

C 5 Our Neighbours, as that the Coyn of this Kingdom might notbe exported: And 

CLE Sy whereas the value of the ounce of Coyned Silver hath been raiſed fromtime to time, as 
IA nn. ; aa i= — 
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== =Zxz= particularly in the year 1591. the valueof the ounce of Coyned Silver was appointed 
tobe fourty two ſhilling Scots, being of cleven Denier fine, which continued from that year to the year 1619. and was 
then raiſed to three Pounds ten Pennies, and two fixth parts, and which has continued ever fince at thatvalue : albeit 
in the Neighbouring Kingdoms and States, the ounce of Coyned Silver is valued conſiderably above the ſame, which has 
been one great occaſion of the exporting of the greateſt part of the Rock of Our own Coyn, and whereof Merchandiſe 
has been , and is {till made ; and the ſame ſpecies melted down by forraign Mints and Goldſmiths, and imported again 
in forraign ſpecies, much below Our own Coyn, both in weightand fineneſs, whereby Our Authority has been contemned, 
Our People cheated and abuſed , and the Trade and Commerce of this Kinzdom highly prejudged 5 and if the ſame be 
Not timouſly remeided, the remnant of the Stock of Oar wn Coyn will in a ſhort time be carryed ont, and nothing lefe 
but forraign ſpecies of baſer Vonies. And ſome of the maſt conſiderable of the Merchants of this Our Kingdom, having 
made their application to Qur Privy Council, and propoſed as a fit expedient , that Our fc ur Merk peices might be ap- 
ron to be current proportionally tothe intrinſick yalae thereof, and the beſt of the forraign Current Coyn; who 

aving had the ſame iinder ſerious conſideration, and having received from the Officers of Our Mint , an exact account 
of the intrinſick value there -f, and of all other forraign ſpecies of Coyn , tollerated to be current 3 and finding, that at 
the rateof the ounce of Silver now Current in other Countreys,it is fit that Our Coyn be in ſome proportion with theirs in 
theextrinlick yalu?, We thercfore, with the Advice of the Lords of Our Privy Council, do ordain and appoint,that in time 
coming, the ofnce of Our own Monevs ſhall be in valae , three Ponds four Shillings Scots Money : and to that effec, 
do ordain, thatthe four *i=rl. pieces, which are now current at fifty three ſhillings foitr pennies, ſhall hereafter be current 
at fifty ſix ſhillings, and the infcriour ſpecies of that Coyn , viz. the two Merk, Merk, Half. merk, and Fourty-penny- 
piece proportionably. And wierea: it is molt juſt, that now ſeing we have advanced the value of Our Coyn, as afore- 
ſaid, the Micrchants ought tohave encouragement to bring 1n their Bulzeon with greater chearfulnels, Wedo ordain, that 
whereas they did rocoive for cach ounce of Silver , payed in by them, as Bulzeon cf eleven denier fine, fifty five Shillings 
nine Pennics Sccts +, thy Maſter of the Mint is now to pay obt to them, for every ounce of eleven denier fine, given in by 
them as Bulzeon, ftty cit Shillings Scets, And ordains all forraign ſpecies of Coynto be current as formerly 3 And that 
theſe Preſe; ts be Printed , and Publiſhed at the Mercat Croſs of Edinburgh, and other places needful , that none Pre- 
tend ignorance. | ; 
Given under Our Signet at Edinburgh , the fifth day of March, One thouſand ſix kundred eighty and one, And of 

Our Raign, the thretty three Lear. Rn: 


Per afum Dominorum Secreti Concilij. 


WIL. PATERSON. Cl. St. Concilij. 


GOD fave the KING. 
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